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Abstract:

The research aimed to identify the extent to which soft skills are included in
special education teacher preparation programs to keep pace with
comprehensive education programs: as well to verify the significance of their
inclusion. It also aimed to identify the most appropriate teaching strategies
for them« as well as the most appropriate evaluation methods for them. The
descriptive analytical technique was used in the research¢« and one tool was
included in the research tools: the Questionnaire of Soft Skills Included in
Special Education Teacher Training Programs. The research sample included
(59) faculty members and the like from Saudi universities’ special education
departments. The study's findings revealed that soft skills were already
included in special education teacher preparation programs to a moderate
extent. Specificallyc the following skills were included: effective
communication« organization and planning¢ critical thinking skills:
negotiation« teamwork¢ continuous developmentc and work ethic. The
significance of their inclusion was also highly appreciated. Several strategies
were used to teach them:« including modeling« cooperative learning: practical
projectsc and field visits. They were evaluated using a variety of ways:«
including educational presentations¢ performance observation« role-playing:
field visit reports« and tests.

Keywords: soft skills¢ special education teacher preparation programs«

Inclusive educationc Professional competencies< special education
programmes.
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